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The Magic of Rotary

Creating Peace In Our Communities

Typically when someone thinks of peace, they see it as an aspirational goal that may be impossible to
reach. Our minds go to the major conflicts around the world and we discount our ability to impact change
in those areas. However, Rotarians are creating peace in our communities every day. We recently planted
a peace pole at The Extension where they take in homeless men & women, provide them with shelter,
satisfy their hunger, put them on a path to recovery from addiction; giving them the skills to create a
better life. These men & women first find peace within themselves. Then they go back to the family &
friends they hurt along their path to addiction and make peace with them. This ripple effect of peace
spreads like a wave through the community. Every time your club packs a bag with food, teaches a child to
read or supports those in need with many other local service projects you are helping create peace in your
community.

Posted by Gordon Owens
October 1, 2024
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Disaster Relief

Help Hurricane Helene Relief Efforts

Our hearts are broken by those impacted by Hurricane Helene. As Rotarians we want to spring into action
to lend a helping hand and there will be plenty of boots on the ground work to do in the coming weeks. If
you are interested in being a part of our disaster relief clean up team, please fill out this quick form and
we will keep you in the loop as opportunities to serve arise. If you are not able to physically serve, but
want to support those in need across the southeast you can make a contribution to the District Disaster
Relief Fund. These funds will go to provide support to Rotarian lead disaster relief projects and supplies
in the hardest hit areas. Also, Rotary International has disaster relief grants available in amounts up to
$25,000 to help areas impacted by the storm. Contact Chris Brand with any questions about helping
recover from Helene.

Posted by Chris Brand
October 1, 2024

October 24, 2024

What Is Your Club Doing For World Polio Day?

POLIO DAY
24 OCTOBER

World Polio Day is a great opportunity for your club to highlight the work Rotary and its partners are
doing around the world to eradicate polio. Each year we vaccinate 400 million children and that takes
money, lot's of money. Rotary has asked every club to contribute at least $1,500 USD to Polio Plus to help
raise the $50,000,000 we need for the Gates Foundation match. Many of our clubs use World Polio Day as
a "Fun-raiser" with events like pints for polio, poker tournaments, or corn hole championships. Rotary has
great resources to help you promote World Polio Day on EndPolio.org. You can also submit your event to
RI there or for a district award through your club scoreboard on Rotary6900.org.
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Posted by Bob Hagan
October 1, 2024

PolioPickem.com

Win Up To $1000
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Our next Polio Pick'em pool is open for entry until 8pm on Sunday. Your $20 entry fee gets you into the
game. Once you pay the fee, you will be directed to a "thank you" page with a link to make your picks
online. The winner gets half the pot and the other half goes to Polio Plus. Either way, each entry provides
65 polio vaccines to children around the world so it's a win-win!

Posted by Gordon Owens
October 4, 2024

February 20-22, 2025

Healing In A Divided World

‘Rotary @} i
Healing in a Divided World

PRESIDENTIAL
PEACE CONFERENCE

Istanbul, Tiirkiye
20-22 February 2025
Register today at
rotary.orgfistanbul25

RI President Stephanie Urchick invites you to the Presidential Peace Conference in Turkiye on February


https://poliopickem.com
https://buy.stripe.com/cN24iXbXCc892u43ck

20-22, 2025. The event will coincide with the first cohort of Rotary Peace Fellows studying in Rotary’s
newest Peace Center, Otto and Fran Walter Rotary Peace Center, in the MENA region, located at

Bahcgesehir University (BAU) in Istanbul, Turkiye. Visit www.rotary.org/istanbul25 to register for the
Peace Conference, book your accommodations and to register for the HOC ancillary events.

The 2025 Peace Conference will:

e inform and inspire participants through conversations and presentations that share knowledge,
suggestions, and considerations for peacebuilding projects, programs, and initiatives

» create dialogue and facilitate connections to further exchange ideas, consider new perspectives, and
form friendships and partnerships

e showcase the strategies, examples, and leadership of Rotary members, alumni, and participants who
are addressing these issues locally and globally.

We hope to see you there!

Posted by Gordon Owens
October 1, 2024

Nominations Close November 1, 2024

Nominate Our 2027-28 District Governor

We are looking for the next person to join the governor line and serve our district during the 2027-2028
Rotary year. To be nominated, a candidate must be a member of our district in good standing who has
served as club president. Once selected, the District Governor Nominee Designate will begin a two and 1/2
year journey learning the latest policies, procedures and priorities of Rotary International and The Rotary
Foundation. While that may sound like a long time, it flies by as most of these are done at zone events in
places like Nassau, Bahamas or at the International Convention which will be in Calgary, Canada this year.
The nominee joins a class of governors and builds lasting friendships with their counterparts in Georgia, in
our combined zones 33 & 34 and with all the governors around the world at International Assembly. If you
are interested in serving or nominating someone from your club, your club president has all the details.


https://www.rotary.org/istanbul25

Posted by Alicia Hughes
October 1, 2024

Rotavette.com

Help Us Give Away A Corvette C8

The Rotavette Raffle is a great opportunity to help us raise money for the Rotary Annual Fund from
outside of our membership. Everyone has a friend, neighbor or family member who is a car guy, that
would love a 1 in 3000 chance to win a Corvette C8. Asking "that guy" to buy a $100 raffle ticket is a
much easier ask, than saying, "will you give $100 to our Rotary Foundation." The money we raise this
year, will come back to us in 3 years in the form District Designated Funds to support community grant,
competitive grant and global grant projects. The more we raise, the more impact we will have in the
future. Thanks for helping us share this fun opportunity to support the Annual Fund.

Posted by Will Daniel
October 1, 2024

Tuesday, October 15 @6PM


https://Rotavette.com
https://buy.stripe.com/28oaHl6Di2xz9WwdQQ

The Gift To Rotary That Pays You Back

ROTARY CHARITAELE
GIFT ANNUITIES

Te gt Tt e Bock!

DEREA LOAWE, SR, MAJOR GIFTS (OFICER, Z0NE 34
SORH OLEWTLER, FLANNED GIVING OFFICER
TRAN T MARCH, B DS N T MAMM G TS ADVISOR, SONE 34

Rutafi::,f

Foundation

OCTOBER
15TH, TUESDAY

5:00 - 7:00
PMET

REGISTER HERE

Did you know? Charitable Gift Annuity (CGA) payment rates are at an all-time high and are an excellent
option for people 50 years of age or older to make a gift that gives back! Senior Major Gifts Officer Debra
Lowe and Planned Giving Officer Josh Olewiler along with Endowment/Major Gifts Advisor Dave Rauch
invite you to join us for an interactive InfoZoom to learn more about how CGAs can benefit you (or
someone you know) while supporting the great work of our Rotary Foundation. Scan the QR code or click

here to register online.

We encourage share this invitation with anyone age 50 or older who you think may be interested. Thank
you! We hope to see you on October 15.

Posted by Lee Hollingsworth
October 1, 2024

November 15, 2024

IRS Annual Filing Requirement


https://rotary-org.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_5ECN9djjRnGqwax826W14w
https://rotary-org.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_5ECN9djjRnGqwax826W14w

Whether your club is a subordinate under Rotary International’s 501(c)(4) group exemption or is
independently tax-exempt, the IRS requires that all Rotary clubs in the U.S. and its territories file
an annual information return. For clubs whose tax year follows the Rotary year, the deadline to
file is 15 November. The form a club must file is dependent upon its gross receipts for the year.
For more information, please see Frequently asked questions about annual reporting
requirements for exempt organizations at www.irs.gov.

It is important that your club comply with IRS requirements. Please note Section 6033(j) of the
Internal Revenue Code automatically revokes the exemption of any organization that fails to
satisfy its filing requirement for three consecutive years.

Attention Club Public Image Teams

Go Platinum with Your Public Image!


https://msgfocus.rotary.org/c/12gGxaq2X6yStMYNPX8HrqrwBatD3J
https://msgfocus.rotary.org/c/12gGxaq2X6yStMYNPX8HrqrwBatD3J
https://msgfocus.rotary.org/c/12gGxaTHxarzS9IqhrWnwAqy1YMqQC
https://msgfocus.rotary.org/c/12gGxbnm7ekhgws2IWK3BKpzsN5eDv

The Excellence in Public Image Coordination (EPIC) award presented by Zones 33-34 recognizes clubs for
completing monthly tasks throughout the year. Is your club on track? You can view your progress at
https://elevaterotary.org/epic-status/. All tasks and deadlines for each month can be found at
https://elevaterotary.org/epic-award/. Deadlines are approaching for the July, August and September
tasks as those must be completed by October 31.

July - Public Image Audit
August - Public Image Plan
September - Content Calendar

Don't miss out on this opportunity to win a Platinum Award from our Zones for continuing to TELL OUR
STORY across District 6900!

*#*If Help is need - Please reach out to your District Public Image Chair (Mandy Timmons, 678-438-7696,
10AuntMandy@gmail.com)

Posted by Mandy Timmons
September 28, 2024

Platinum Membership Award

Congratulations To Growing Clubs!


https://elevaterotary.org/epic-status/
https://elevaterotary.org/epic-award/
https://elevaterotary.org/case/social-media-audit/
https://elevaterotary.org/case/public-image-plan/
https://elevaterotary.org/case/content-calendar/
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' East Cobb-Maristta TWO YEARS
Bamiesville TWO YEARS
Dowgherty County [Albany] TWO YEARS
Cairo TWO YEARS

Cuthtert TWO YEARS

Ratary

Our combined Rotary Zones 33/34 has awarded 7 clubs in our district with a Platinum Membership Award
for consecutive years of membership growth. East Cobb, Barnesville, Dougherty County, Cairo & Cuthbert
all had 2 consecutive years of growth and we hope that trend continues into this year. We expect to see
them back on the list for 3 years of growth. Alpharetta & North Cobb have had a positive growth trend for
5 years. This is an awesome accomplishment! If your club grew last year, keep it up as you are eligible for
this recognition if you grow again this year.

Posted by Dave Schwickerath
October 1, 2024

International Legacy Giving Day

How will your Rotary legacy continue?

September 13, 2024 was International Legacy Giving Day and we had several people step up to leave
money to The Rotary Foundation endowment fund. Rotary has a goal to raise $2,025 billion in its
endowment by the end of 2025. This will ensure the good work of Rotary goes on long after any of us are
still able to serve. While you can certainly make a cash contribution to the endowment fund today, most
gifts come through a commitment to a gift as part of a will or trust. Simply fill out the legacy giving form
and email it to lee@leehollingsworth.com. For gifts of $25,000 or more we will be in touch to discuss
the details for setting up a named fund to honor your legacy.

Posted by Lee Hollingsworth
October 1, 2024


https://msgfocus.rotary.org/c/12gG8xd5Jaw8Abtin0nG8sOZJnvv5d
mailto:lee@leehollingsworth.com

October 17 @ 6pm

Attention Club Foundation Chairs

FOUNDATION

Mark your calendars for the third Thursday of the month at 6PM EDT and join us for the “Foundation
Matters” Webinar. We know you want to have an amazing year at your club, so we’re bringing you
experienced leaders to share how to structure your Foundation Committee so you will create an
exceptional year of foundation giving. Don’t miss this series! The “Foundation Matters” Webinar Series
was developed especially for you-Club Presidents and Club Foundation Chairs. These monthly webinars
will provide “bite-sized chunks” of valuable insights and actionable strategies that really work to increase
club engagement in The Rotary Foundation.

Posted by Bob Hagan
October 1, 2024

October 14 @ 5:30pm

Attracting New Members Webinar


https://www.ismyrotaryclub.org/wp_api_1-2/R_Event.cfm?EventID=77773531
https://www.ismyrotaryclub.org/wp_api_1-2/R_Event.cfm?EventID=77773531
https://www.ismyrotaryclub.org/wp_api_1-2/R_Event.cfm?EventID=77773531

Rotary all

[
ATTRACTION ACTION

BUILD YOUR CLUE WITH INNOVATIVE

AND TRADITIOMAL SOLUTIOMNS
= MONDAY | OCTOBER 14 f
5:30 PM EDT ¥
RESISTER GH BACHE

Join leaders in membership growth from around Rotary Zone 33/34 to learn best practices for attracting
new members. This latest webinar titled, "Attraction Action: Build Your Club With Innovative and
Traditional Solutions" will give you the best of both worlds. Hear from clubs that have tried some new
things that worked well for their club and from others that are using more traditional techniques to attract
new members. Either way, the goal is to grow our clubs so we can have even more impact in our
community and beyond. We hope to see you online at 5:30pm on October 14. Click here to register.

Posted by Anna Finn
October 1, 2024

RYLA Update

RYLA: Club Registration Now OPEN


https://registrations.dacdb.com/Register/index.cfm?EventID=77666881&NoCaptcha

RYLA (Rotary Youth Leadership Awards) will be held June 7-11, 2025. We are so ready for RYLA that we
are starting early this year and opening registration Now. Our goal is to fill all 144 student spots for 2025
and we are aiming for 100% club participation in District 6900. Not sure what RYLA is? Go to
www.RYLA6900.com to read all about it or check us out on Facebook at “RYLA 6900.”

All we are asking of clubs at this point is to decide if your club is going to sponsor students to attend RYLA
and how many students that will be. Then you may use one of the following routes to send in your RSVP:

1. Use this link to complete our RSVP online: https://forms.gle/SVmSGCg1K4ZK8HZu6
2. Go to www.RYLA6900.com/ryla-forms and download the “Club Commitment Form” to send in.
3. Email Susan Ruckman or Jaclyn Donovan.

If you are a club President, President-Elect, RYLA Chair, Service Chair, or Assistant Governor you should
have received an email containing all details about the 2025 edition of RYLA. Attached to the email were
all relevant forms and documents. If you didn’t receive this email or can’t locate it, please reach out to
District Chairs Susan Ruckman and Jaclyn Donovan.

Posted by Jaclyn Donovan
October 1, 2024


https://forms.gle/SVmSGCg1K4ZK8HZu6

Our Rotary Foundation at Work

Thomasville Expands Efforts to Reduce Food Insecurity

With the help of community partners and District 6900’s Community Grant, the Rotary Club of
Thomasville is preparing grow bags with yellow squash plants and other vegetable seedlings for the 225
participants who will visit the club’s monthly manna drop in October.

This Rotary year marks three years since the club launched its monthly free fresh produce drops that
provide fruits, vegetables, proteins, and other healthy foods to qualifying underserved households. Second
Harvest of South Georgia is the club’s key partner for the free produce drops and other local entities offer
financial support for the effort. At each of the club’s third Thursday’s meetings, members pack and sort
fresh vegetables and fruit at the Second Harvest warehouse for the following Saturday’s market drop. At
the market drop, participating households receive about 30 pounds of healthy foods—a combined total of
roughly 6,750 pounds of fresh fruits, vegetables, frozen proteins, and other foods.

In Spring 2024, club members surveyed participants at the produce drops to gauge interest in growing



vegetables at their homes. Overwhelmingly, participants indicated they would welcome the opportunity to
grow vegetables at home. A test was held in May with a limited number of participants receiving a tomato
plant in a grow bag. In the following months, the families involved in the test reported their plants were
thriving and proudly shared photos.

With the success of the trial run, members started planning to launch the grow bag project in the new
Rotary year. The club submitted the project for funding by the District’s Community Grant and in
September received approval for the grant. The project team then recruited experts and community
partners to provide advice and assistance in growing vegetables, including UGA Extension experts who
are guiding the overall effort, Thomas County Central High Schools’ Agricultural Department whose
students sourced seeds and are growing vegetable plants for the project, 4-H Club members who will
assist with planting the grow bags, and others who have offered their help. Club members and our student
gardeners are keeping a close watch on the fast-growing seedlings to be certain they will be ready for the
October grow bag distribution. We’ll share updates about this exciting project as we continue our work to
reduce food insecurity in Thomas County.

PHOTOS:
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Posted by David Sofferin
October 2, 2024

Club News

Grab a Cold One and Energize Your Club!

In an exciting blend of community spirit and craft brewing, Roswell Rotary President Nancy Alterman
teamed up with Roswell's own Variant Brewing Company to create a unique beverage designed to
invigorate both the local community and the city's vibrant culture. This innovative partnership highlights
Rotary’s commitment to service and community engagement, combining their expansive outreach with
Variant’s reputation for high-quality, locally crafted brews. The result is an exclusive seltzer, aptly named
"Energize Roswell," which promises to energize local residents and celebrate the town’s dynamic essence.
"Energize Roswell" is more than just a refreshing beverage; it embodies a shared vision of revitalizing and
uniting the community. The brew is a lively seltzer with the vibrant flavors of hibiscus and lemonade,
offering a unique twist with its floral, tangy notes. Brewed with a blend of hibiscus flowers and zesty
lemonade, this refreshing concoction reflects the essence of summer and local flavor, while symbolizing a
connection to Roswell’s roots. For Rotary, this project is an opportunity to further their mission of
fostering positive change, while Variant Brewing Company showcases their dedication to supporting local



initiatives and enhancing community life. Nancy Alterman, President of Roswell Rotary, added "Our club's
motto, 'Service Above Self,' embodies the joyful and dynamic spirit that we strive to uphold. Energize
Roswell Seltzer perfectly captures this energy with its lively carbonation and delightful flavors. It’s not just
a beverage; it’s a reflection of the fun and spirited culture that defines the Club. And the partnership
between our club and Variant Brewing company is just one example of the synergy created when
businesses and non-profits combine their talents. Michael Curling, controller at Variant Brewing as well as
Roswell Rotary Club Board member is a powerful example of servant leadership in the community and
within the Club.”

Michael adds, “When we first opened Variant Brewing Company back in 2017 we wanted Variant to be
THE gathering place for all Roswell community members and activities. To that end we're always excited
when we get to support one of our great Roswell charities - STAR House, HomeStretch, the Drake House,
and the CDA to name a few. One of the beautiful things about the Rotary Club of Roswell is when you work
with the club you support all of those local organizations and more. Roswell Rotary shares the same
passion for enhancing our community that we do at Variant so when President Nancy Alterman shared her
vision for 'Energizing Roswell' a collaboration brew was a no-brainer. I am lucky enough to be a part of
both organizations and am thrilled for Variant to be a small part of such an impactful organization like the
Rotary Club of Roswell. We will do our part - one 'energizing' seltzer at a time!”

Posted by Kathryn Igou
October 2, 2024

Club News

A Weekend to Remember: GRSP Students Visit Peachtree City



Peachtree City had the honor of hosting 38 exceptional students from 21 countries during a fun-filled
weekend for the Georgia Rotary Student Program (GRSP). These students, attending 25 different
universities across Georgia, represent the diversity and cultural exchange at the heart of the GRSP. They
are hosted by Rotary districts 6900, 6910, and 6920, and during their time in Peachtree City, we made
sure to show them a true southern experience!

The weekend kicked off with one of Peachtree City's favorite activities: golf cart ri